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refused and sending instructions for the departure which had in
fact already taken place.

The Elector also forbade the prince to wander about Rome
unattended. Resigned, Ludwig answered1: 'I give you my word
of honour that for the remainder of this journey I will not leave
the house unless accompanied by one of the gentlemen you
sent with me. But I must confess that this promise will cost me
much sorrow/

The Prince found this restriction particularly irksome in Rome.
Hardly had he arrived when he was surrounded by all who came
from Germany or elsewhere to study art in the Eternal City.
Since the honour he had paid Canova had become known, the
Bavarian Heir Apparent was hailed as a patron and lover of art.
He confirmed this by an early visit to the atelier of Bertel
Thorwaldsen. This young sculptor had just become famous
through his magnificent statue of Jason and the Amor and
Psyche group. Ludwig also got to know the painter Angelica
Kauffmann, whose soft, poetic pictures had long enchanted
him, She persuaded him to sit for her and succeeded in bringing
him under the spell of her art through her winning personality
and fascinating manner. She aroused his enthusiasm for classical
masterpieces, and he decided to secure really good paintings
wherever possible, with which to enrich the galleries at home.
Most of all he desired to found a new gallery which would contain
only the best and most beautiful. As soon as this became known
in Rome, he was overwhelmed with offers of all kinds; amongst
them were paintings by Raphael and Vasari. Such things cost a
great deal. Ludwig spent all his available money. Then he
borrowed five thousand gulden from the Bavarian Minister to
the Papal Court, giving him a bill of exchange on the Court Jew
Seligmann in Munich. Whereupon the incensed Kirschbaum
wrote to the Elector2: 'Prince Ludwig has enquired which
Italian masters are missing from the Gallery in Munich and talks
of buying pictures as if he had a hundred thousand gulden at his
disposal... he is proposing to ask Your Highness for the sum
of ten to twenty thousand scudi. . . . Your Highness knows his
impetuosity once he has a definite liking for something/

Kirschbaum was also annoyed that the Prince frequented the
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